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STATEMENT 

The above-identified application was ruled to have become abandoned by the 
Patent and Trademark Office for failure to file a timely and proper response to the Notice to 
File Missing Parts, mailed on April 23, 1998, which set a 2 month period for response. The 
date of abandonment of this application is June 24, 1998, the day after the expiration date of 
the period set for response. A Notice of Abandonment was mailed March 26, 1999. 

The abandonment of the application was caused by the failure to prosecute from 
an unintentional delay. The entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date until the 
filing of a grantable petition, pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .137(b), was unintentional. 

Responsibility for the application was transferred in March 1 998 from the law firm 
of McAndrews, Held & Malloy, the firm through which the application was originally filed, to 
the law firm of Rockey, Milnamow & Katz. On April 23, 1998, a Notice to File Missing Parts 
was purportedly mailed to the McAndrews firm. The Notice was not forwarded to and/or 
received by the present firm, the reasons for which are unknown. 

The Applicant first became aware of the abandonment when correspondence from 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office mailed to the McAndrews firm, was subsequently 





forwarded to the present law firm at the end of June 1999. Enclosed in the correspondence was 
a Notice of Abandonment for the above referenced application. 



of a petition to revive, no Notice to File Missing Parts of Application could be found. Several 
calls were made to Initial Patent Examination Division beginning July 1 2, 1 999, to obtain a copy 
of the original notice. A copy of the Notice was received, via facsimile, July 16, 1999. 

The above noted circumstances have contributed to the delay in discovering the 
abandoned status of the application, and the delay in filing a petition. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



In reviewing the file in response to the Notice of Abandonment and for preparation 
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Lawrence J. Chapa, Reg No. 39,135 
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NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF APPLICATION 
Filing Date Granted .£\ 

"■ 

An Aoolication Number and Fifing Date have been assigned to this application. The items Indicated below, however, are-missing. Applicant 
is given TWO MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE within which to filial! required items and pay fees required below to avoid 
abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the exiensionlee under the ^ovetons of 37 CFR 

entity ^ compliance with 37 CFR 1 .27, or £8^130.00 for a non-small entity, must also be timely submitted in reply to this NOTICE 



io avoid aDanoonmonx. 



If all required Items en this form pre filed within the period setabove, the total amount owed by applicant as a 

□ small entity (statement filed) \Z non-small entity Is S /3V' ' " 

□ i The statutory basic fifing fee is: 

□ missing. 

□ Insufficient. 

Applicant must submit $ _to complete the basic filing fee and/or file a small entity statement claiming 



□ 2. 



such status (37 CFR 1£7). 
Additional claim fees of $ 



Including any multiple dependent claim fees, are required. 



for 



for 



Independent claims over 3: 
dependent claims over 20. 



_for multiple dependent claim surcharge. 



Applicant must either submit the additional claim fees or cancel additional claims for which fees are due. 

£jk3. JKO oath or declaration: 
i .<& Is missing or unexecuted. 

□ does not cover the newfy submitted items. 

□ does not Identify the application to which It applies. 

□ does not include the city and state or foreign country of applicant's residence. 

An oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1. 63, including residence information and identifying the application by 
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